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 NorthStar……… as in?

 (X) Polaris

 (X) Minnesota’s (ex-)NHL team

EVN NorthStar Proposal Tool History

sportsillustrated.cnn.com/vault/gallery/featured/

GAL1139264/1/index.htm

www.northstarshockey.com/71run.htm

http://www.northstarshockey.com/71run.htm


 Results from FP6 RadioNet Synergy  N.A.
 Common kernel, different applications

 Developed primarily in ASTRON

 Radio: MERLIN, WSRT, LOFAR, Efflesberg

 Sum-mm/IR: JCMT, UKIRT

 Optical: ING (WHT, INT),  OPTICON

 And of course, the EVN
 1st use for EVN proposals = 1 feb 2007 deadline

 All EVN+MERLIN, e-EVN, & Global (EVN+NRAO)

 Not used for ToO, short-observation proposals

 Don’t have to wait until due-date for help

EVN NorthStar Proposal Tool History



First Screen

1st half of an animated slide



First Screen

2nd half of an animated slide



Start Screen

First choice 
to make = 
category of 
proposal:

EVN+MERLIN

e-EVN

Global



Initial Screen (Applicants Tab)

4 Different “tabs” to complete
(start initially in “Applicants”)



Adding Applicants

Make sure PI is a 
registered user.Contact vs. PI



Justification Tab
Length 
monitored.

4-page total limit:  
2 text + 2 figs

Other considerations in help



Additional Issues Tab



Observing Request Tab (0)

Specific 
to Globals



Observing Request Tab (Array)



Observing Request Tab (Format)

Some impossibilities
pass undetected



Observing Request Tab (Sources)

1st target already entered 

Entering 2nd target



Observing Request Tab (I)

Now you have one 
observation 

defined

Can start 
another one



Multiple “Observations”

 Examples of what may comprise an Observation
 Multiple frequency bands  separate obs

 Simultaneous S/X = 1 band

 Multiple epochs  1 obs (use “multiple epochs” box)
 Multiple epochs for kinematics or structure monitoring

 Multiple full-tracks on 1 source  1 obs
 Multiple tracks to build up sensitivity

 Multiple-source full-tracks  separate obs (per ΔGST)

 Multiple-source snapshots in 1 ΔGST 1 obs  

 Multiple α-grouped sources  separate obs (per ΔGST)

 “Total time”: typically Σ{t(obs,tracks)}  (but not Σepochs)



Solar Activity

Current through Aug’10

The near 
solar-min 
conditions 
continue to 
linger; the 
upswing to 
the next 
solar-max 

seems to be 
trying to 
wake up…

1st half of an animated slide



Solar Activity

Current through Aug’10

The near 
solar-min 
conditions 
continue to 
linger; the 
upswing to 
the next 
solar-max 

seems to be 
trying to 
wake up…

2nd half of an animated slide



Predictions for this Solar Cycle

Smoothing = 
13-month

Sep’08 pred: 
solar max. 

expected in 
mid-2012.

ref:  Space 
Weather 
Prediction 
Center, via 

www.sec.noaa.gov


