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https://jobregister.aas.org

Where to apply for a PhD position ?

https://www.findaphd.com



University

Advertised project (subject) 

Supervisor

Funding

Deadline

You need to consider

Funding

Project funded

Competition funded

External funding

(Not advertised project, contact supervisor)

Funding guaranteed 

Funding not guaranteed, internal competition 



University scholarships

Country-specific scholarships

Government  scholarships

Subject-specific scholarships

External funding

https://www.daad.de/

https://www.dara-project.org/opportunities

https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth
-phd-scholarships-for-least-developed-countries-and-
fragile-states/

https://blog.mpifr-
bonn.mpg.de/imprs/for-
applicants/



Tips when you apply 

- Contact prospective supervisor to show interest and ask more information 

- Get an idea of what you want (project topic, university, country) …

- … be flexible

- Customise your CV and cover letter for each position

- Highlight your skills that are relevant to the position 

- Highlight any research experience

- Use your DARA network to ask for reference letters

- Know that PhDs are different in different countries

Duration: 3-4 years (UK), 3-5 years (Europe), 4-6 years (US)

Format: research-only, research + coursework, research + coursework + teaching duties

Graduation requirement: dissertation thesis, number of papers

Defence format: viva, public defence, peer defence 

- Perseverance is key

- Consider all options, use your network

(programming, astronomy-related software, particular methods, soft skills)



Starting your PhD

Data collection
Data analysis

Writing*e.g. in observational astronomy

, what to expect*



What to expect

Reading and writing



Attending seminars, conferences 

Presenting your research : talk, posters

Independent work

Google is your best friend

What to expect



Imposter syndrome

Procrastination

Independent work 

Flexible hours

Work on topic you like

Sometimes isolating

Marathon

Work with experts

Learning process, small steps Long-term goal, 
long before you get results

Crazy hours

Only talks about your PhD

The cool The challenging

travels, new friends,…

Doing a PhD is a fulfilling  experience 

What to expect



What next after your PhD? 

Check videos by Naomi and Willice

More on the late stages of the PhD



ACADEMIC LIFE
Naomi Asabre Frimpong





Valley of 
Despair





Supervisors



Thesis Writing



Publications



Career 
planning and 

Dev't

Work/Life 
Balance

Writing and 
Presentations

Psychological 
support

Networking



LIFE AFTER PHD
WILLICE OBONYO



Life after a research degree – Msc/Phd

Options?

Career in science/academia

Lectureship and 
research?

Research - postdoc
-same field as for your PhD
-chose something else (new, 
more exciting!)

Non-academic career

(Largely depends on your skills, personality 
and preferences)


