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You have got the time! 

› You have written a proposal and got the time after planning the observing 
strategy. What now? 



Data release policy

› Approved observations are accessible to the proposing team for a limited 
period (proprietary period), after which the data become public. 

› The proprietary period is usually of the order of 12 – 18 months, and can be 
negotiated only under exceptional circumstances. 

› Data archives have a web interface and can be easily accessed 

› Depending on the facility, raw or pipelined u-v data are made available. Usually 
pipeline products need extra messaging 



That means it is accessible to anyone

› ATOA example (web example) but all radio telescopes have an archive (often 
data first have to be staged before downloaded) 



That means it is accessible to anyone

› EVN Example (demo)
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Published data and surveys

› Good to check published surveys and legacy projects to see if the source has 
already been observed
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Prime example

› Imagine you have found a source you are interested (imagine you saw it 
double in flux density between two observations in two surveys), how can you 
find out extra information about it?



Public archives 

› Vizier is very powerful but high-level data (demo)



Public archives 

› SIMBAD gives more processed information on limited number of sources 
(demo)



Public archives 
› The same goes for NED but is a bit more complete for radio sources that are 

extragalactic then SIMBAD (demo)



Literature Search

› NASA ADS is your one stop shop for all papers – links to arxiv (free versions, 
no download. (demo)

› Good to start with a review paper for a new field (ask colleagues) 



Literature Search

› Google scholar can be good for broad searches 



Useful tools to understand data

› Aladdin (LoTSS demo)  



Useful tools to understand data

› SAODS9



Useful tools to understand data

› Topcat



Conclusions and tips

› Google is your friend. Typing ”telescope_name + archive” will likely point you in 
the right direction

› There is lots of public data out there. Start with Vizier and then refine search. 
Always make sure you double check the literature 

› You are a digital detective - trying to find out what we know about a source!

› Publication is the end result of a long, (often) tiresome journey… rinse and repeat 
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