
The Start of Solar Cycle 24 
 
The images below show the first significant sunspots of the eagerly awaited start of 
Solar Cycle 24.  The Sun has undergone a longer period of inactivity than usual since 
the end of the last cycle and also solar activity as measured by the strength of the solar 
wind is at its lowest for ~50 years.     
 

 
 

Image in visible light above and magnetogram below 
 
 

 



 


